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STATEN I SLAND, N. Y. - WIlin Cty is a colorful place filled with blue,
brown, orange - and the occasional pink and purple - honmes. It has a police
station, school, nmuseum nusic hall, court house and hospital. And Iike any
other cities, it was brought to fruition by many creative n nds.

But you won't find this city on any map or in a travel brochure. |nstead,
it's located within PS 4, a city within a city of students, who cane together to
create the pint-sized space nade of cardboard boxes, construction paper
popsicle sticks, paint, glue and sone pipe cleaners, anong other el enentary
school necessities. The city shares its nanme with the school, which is naned
after Maurice Wl lin, the borough's | ate superintendent of schools.

The project, aptly titled "Building Architects 4 the Future," began in 2004
through a $65,000 2-year grant fromthe Center for Arts Education (CAE). It is
facilitated and hosted by the Snug Harbor Cultural Center and a $20, 000
extension fromthe CAE was secured to continue the project at the Arden Heights
school this year.

"I learned a lot of different things," said fifth-grader Steven Hernandez,
10. "In architecture you have to make certain size doors and w ndows."

"I liked it very nmuch. | got to learn how to build a building and make a
floor plan, everything about architecture nostly,"” noted Yana Matishynets, 11

The first year of the program fifth-grade students created homes, the second
year, they created public spaces like the hospital and nuseum This year, the
fifth-grade class took on the biggest challenge yet: Skyscrapers. Like the
normal progression of a city, said parent coordinator Alice Braunstein, these
sky high buil di ngs were next.

I NPUT FROM ARCHI TECT

Snug Harbor teaned the students up with architect David Businelli, president
of Sal vadeo Associates Architects in Dongan Hills, who net with them 11 tines
from Cctober to April. Businelli explained to themthe devel opment of a city,

concepts of structure and an overview of architecture as well as showed exanpl es
of building plans and pictures of buildings.
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"OfF course it would be great if a few of themwent into a career as an
architect," said Businelli who has a 10-year-ol d daughter he often talks to
about architecture.

"But | hope they look at things differently and see that good design is a
part of life," he added. "If you don't have it, you're not happy with your
surroundings... and a lot of effort, thought and tinme goes into it."

Each of the school's five fifth-grade classes were divided into two teans,
hel ping the children learn to work together. Each student made an indivi dua
design, and they then had to conbine all their ideas. They had to wite a plan
and create a blueprint for their skyscraper before they could begin the
construction, which consisted of different-sized plain white cardboard boxes.

When finished, the colorful office buildings and hotels with nanes |ike
Fl agstone Inc., Merlino Suite and Blue Shell Hotel, featured wal kways,
| andscapi ng, wi ndows, doors and street |anps, anong other things.

"My favorite part was working together,” said student Scott G nsberg, 10. "W
| earned how to cooperate with each other."

"It was a little hard with different people wanting different things," added
Evanthia Siozios, 10. "But it all cane out to | ook good."

MATH, SCI ENCE, LI TERARCY

In addition to | earning about architecture and teamwork, the program hel ped
students in other areas as well. PS 4 Principal Marc Harris expl ai ned t hat
creating scal ed-down doors and wi ndows hones math skills; |earning about forces
and bal ance is science, and studying fanmous architects and buildings helps with
literacy.

"It brings all aspects of education through architecture,” said Lyle Foxman
education coordinator at Snug Harbor. "It's not just building and design, it's
about building relationships with each other in groups, problemsolving and new
i deas. "

Principal Harris also explained that when he was | ooking into the program he
want ed somet hing that woul d benefit the entire school population, not just the
upper grades.

Ki ndergarten, first- and second-graders have taken "Architecture in Motion"
| essons. Through dance, they |earned about nmovenent, bal ance, shapes and worki ng
in teans as it relates to architecture.

Third- and fourth-graders were taught about fanpus architects and pl aces
t hroughout the world. Art and architecture teacher Courtney Ml arkey al so taught
| essons throughout the grades. And students took educational trips to Snug
Har bor, where they viewed the architecture of the center's 19th century G eek
Revi val buil di ngs.

Architecture workshops have al so been held for parents, and professiona
devel opnent sessions were organi zed for the school's teachers so they could
i ncorporate architecture into their [essons. Math coach Melissa D Angel o made an
architectural center in her classroomwi th reference materials for teachers.
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RAI SE SCHOCL SPIRI T

Architectural artwork fromdifferent grades surrounds Wl lin City and can be
found in hal lways throughout the school

"One of the original goals was to raise school spirit for all nmenbers of the
school conmunity," Ms. Braunstein noted.

In 2006, the programreceived an Award of Merit for K-12 Architectural
Education fromthe American Architectural Foundation

The school plans to continue the program next year, even though their grant
is up. Although funding would be hel pful, they say the teachers now have enough
know edge to carry forward

O her Island schools are al so incorporating architecture in their classroons,
Foxman noted, and Snug Harbor is hoping to bring simlar prograns to nore
students through an adopt-a-school program They are currently |ooking for
funding for the PS 4 program and to create new ones.

"They [the students] have |earned a trenendous anmount and devel oped a huge
ent husiasm for learning," Principal Harris said. "They now have a greater
appreciation for the art and architecture around them™

TAIL: Andrea Boyarsky is a features reporter for the Advance. She nmay be
reached at boyar sky@i advance. com
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